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subtitle reflects the editors’ belief that the most important 
use of a collection of medical quotations is “seeing, in brief, 
what  views—of  physicians  and  patients,  of  diseases  and 
treatments—were held in other times and places.” They justify 
this new publication by suggesting that previous collections 
























The  3521  quotations  have  been  grouped  in  perhaps 
1000  topics  arranged  alphabetically  from  the  “A”  of 
Abetalipoproteinemia  to  the  “Z”  of  Zollinger-Ellison 
Syndrome. Some topics are specific and contain only a single 
quotation, others such as Patient-Physician Relations contain 







Colles  Fracture,  Kaposi  Sarcoma,  and  Sjögren  Syndrome   
are listed under their eponym, while Wilson disease appears 




















“Kussmaul’s  breathing”  cannot  be  found  by  searching 
























Osler  who  said  “ask  no  leading  questions”  (1876),  and 
Paul Wood who said “The best history-taker is he who can 
























The  latest  in  this  popular  series  of 
paediatric  reviews  provides  a  useful 
update  for  general  paediatricians  and 
primary  care  practitioners. The  topics 
range  from  common  conditions  such 










young  people.  She  recommends  the  useful  consensus 
statement on management available from the British Society 
of Paediatric Endocrinology and Diabetes and offers useful 





























Oxford  Handbook  of  Clinical 
Diagnosis  Huw  Llewelyn,  Hock Aun 
Ang, Keir E Lewis, Anees Al-Abdullah.   
Oxford  University  Press,  Oxford  UK.   
October  2005.  704pp  £22-95.    ISBN 
0-19-263249-3. 
The  ‘handbook’  title  implies  a  pithy, 
accessible,  easily-carried,  essential 




































his  hand  to  “genetic  archaeology”  -  the  study  of  ancient 
























developmental  trajectory.  In  “Adam’s  Curse”,  Sykes  re-
worked “Seven Daughters of Eve” for the boys, and identified 
five patriarchal “clans” to add to the seven matriarchal ones 
he had identified as contributing to the vast majority of extant 
Europeans.